
 

April 11, 2017 

Service Above Self 

BULLETIN OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF SILVER CITY 

 

 

 

Schedule: Future Meetings, Service Projects and Special Events 

Meeting Notes 

President Suzanne Kavanagh, rang the bell at 12:10 pm. Kathy Eaton led us in the Pledge of 

Allegiance; Asa Barnes gave the invocation; and Leslie Bush led us in the recitation of the Four-Way 

Test.   

April 18, 2017  Debra Frasca – LifeQuest 

 1:15 pm: Club Board Meeting 

April 25, 2017 Madge Slavec – Gila Valley Library 

May 2, 2017 Rand Salars – Gospel Mission 

May 9, 2017  Peter Falley – New Community Concert Season 

 1:15 pm: SCRF Board Meeting 

May 16, 2017  Paul Moore – Honduras Tile Factory 

 1:15 pm: Club Board Meeting 

Check out our Website 

www.silvercityrotary.org 

Visit & Like us on Facebook 

Officers and Directors 
President:   Suzanne Kavanagh  

President Elect:    Joe Heidrick 

Secretary/Treasurer:  Linda Telaak 

Immediate Past President: Leslie Bush  

Club Service:   Anita Larson 

Community Service:  Peter Herzberg 

International Service:  Jim Callender 

New Generations:  Francisca Reyes 

Vocational Service:  Dave Thomas 

Sgt-at-Arms:   Jim Tindall  

Senior Advisor   Peter Falley 

 

http://www.silvercityrotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/silvercityrota


 

September 9, 2014 

Visiting Rotarian 

Merritt Helfferich from Fairbanks, AK, was introduced by  

Linda Telaak.  

 

Guests 

 

Anita Larson introduced our speaker Dawn Starostka and 

Heidi Ogas of the High Desert Humane Society. 

 

 

 

 

 

Kathy Eaton introduced her husband Art.  

 

 

 

 

Rotary Announcements 

Suzanne thanked everyone who made the potluck event for the Rotary Friendship Exchange  

group last Tuesday a success, and she particularly thanked Kathy Eaton for hosting the event  

and Helen Shoup for organizing the entire Friendship Exchange visit and organizing and providing 

transportation for the visitors. 

Francisca Reyes told us that she had two potential RYLA applicants but that she is still waiting for 

them to put in their applications. 

Peter Herzberg reminded us of the Blood Drive on Wednesday. He also told us that we still need more 

volunteers to help with the Bike Safety Rodeo on April 22. A sign-up sheet was circulated. Suzanne 

showed us a poster for the Bike Rodeo produced by the Kiwanis Club. 

Andie Portillo & Helen Shoup 

Art and Kathy Eaton 

Kevin and Suzanne Kavanagh and Paul Leetmae 

Linda Telaak & Merritt Helfferich 

Dawn Starostka, Suzanne Kavanagh, & Heidi Ogas 



 

September 9, 2014 

Sunny Kellerman reminded us that Saturday, April 29, will be School Gardens 

Work Day. We will be working with people from the Volunteer Center and 

students on constructing a number of raised garden beds at Harrison Schmitt 

Elementary School and 3 podia to be used by teachers a the 3 schools 

involved in the project.  

Sunny also told us that our badges had been re-numbered. 

She reminded us that the Rio Grande Academy is scheduled for April 21 and 

22 in Las Cruces and urged members not involved in the Bike Rodeo and 

who have not yet completed the Rio Grande Academy to take advantage 

of this opportunity. To sign up, go to the District website. 

Sunny also reported that the Auction Steering Committee had met and had 

decided on a new formal name for the Auction: The Silver City Rotary Benefit 

Auction and Gala in partnership with First American Bank. The donor letter on 

our website has been changed accordingly. The Committee also decided 

on sponsorship levels: Major Sponsors will be asked to donate $1,000 or more. 

Lead Sponsors, $2,000 or more. Of course, our title sponsor First American 

Bank has donated $3,000. 

The Committee also decided to have two-part auction donor receipt forms printed. They are now 

available from the team leaders. 

Non-Rotary Announcement 

Jim Callender told us that members of the WNMU football team stand ready to assist homeowners in 

spring cleanup. 

 

Special Presentations 

Mark Richard presented Heidi Ogas with a check for 

the High Desert Humane Society in the amount of 

$3,175 from the proceeds of the Valentine’s Dinner. 

Heidi told us that the money would go toward the 

construction of a new pet adoption center at the 

Humane Society. 

Mark thanked all the donors and workers who helped 

make the Valentine’s Dinner such a success. Jim 

Callender thanked Mark for spearheading the event. 

 Heidi Ogas, Susanne Kavanagh & Mark Richard 

http://rotaryeclubone.org/


 

September 9, 2014 

Peter Falley made a presentation of a Paul Harris 

fellowship recognition and pin to Wendy Spurgeon.  The 

award represents Wendy’s own contributions and 

recognition points contributed by Dave Thomas. 

 

Program 

Dawn Starostka,  

who is the local 

coordinator for the Big Brothers/Big Sisters Program here in Grant 

County, told us that this program is the largest youth mentoring 

program in the US. It is open to children age 5-16, but kids can stay 

in the program to age 18. 

The program is being run from Las Cruces. It ran into financial and 

leadership difficulties in 2013-14 and was almost shut down at that 

time. However the southern New Mexico program merged with 

the larger northern program and is now back on a sound footing. 

The program serves primarily children from low-income families 

and from single-parent households. In some of these cases the 

parenting is actually being done by a grandparent or even a 

great-grandparent. 

The program cannot accept children with severe behavioral issues, since the volunteers who serve as 

big brothers or big sisters have no specialized training to deal with such issues. 

The program is always seeking additional volunteers. Female volunteers seem to be easier to find. 

Volunteers have to undergo a thorough background check. They are adults age 18 and up, and 

they come from all different walks of life. Volunteers are expected to commit themselves to spend a 

minimum of 4-6 hours a month with their mentees. 

There are currently 16 kids on a waiting list in Grant County to be assigned big brothers or big sisters. 

There are more boys than girls. 

The program does not have a local coordinator living in Grant County. Dawn works out of Las 

Cruces. There are at present only 24 kids in the program, and there would have to be at least 35 to 

warrant hiring a part-time local coordinator here. Dawn expects that they will reach that level 

sometime this year. She has been working with WNMU to bring student mentors in the program and 

expects that that will help to expand the program’s capacity in the near future. 

Raffle   

Kate Watson won the Raffle once again. The pot was $52. 

Attendance  

There were 19 of 28 active members in attendance, or 66%.  

Suzanne Kavanagh, Wendy Spurgeon & Peter Falley 


